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U.S. IMPORT AND EXPORT PRICE INDEXES JULY 1993 


WASHINGTON -- The Import Price Index declined 0.5 percent 
for the second consecutive month in July, the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor has reported. The 
decline was primarily due to contifiued decreases in prices of 
petroleum imports. The Export Price Index rose 0.2 percent, 
following a 0.3 percent decline in the previous month. 


Import and export price indexes and percent changes 
by End Use category 
- not seasonally adjusted - 


July 1991-92 
July 1992-93 


r = revised to reflect late reports and corrections by respondents. 
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Import Goods 


The 0.5 percent decline in import prices was associated with 
a 5.8 percent decrease in the index for petroleum imports. 
Petroleum prices have been decreasing for 3 months and are down 
14.3 percent for the 12-month period ended in July. 


In contrast, nonpetroleum import prices, up 0.2 percent, 
registered widespread increases during July. The indexes for 
automotive vehicles and for consumer goods each resumed their 
recent upward trends, rising 0.3 percent and 0.1 percent, 
respectively, after both had edged down slightly in June. 
Capital goods prices continued to rise, up 0.2 percent for the 
second consecutive month. The index for nonpetroleum industrial 
supplies and materials edged up 0.1 percent after decreasing for 
the previous 3 months due to falling prices of selected building 
materials. Prices of foods, feeds, and beverages edged up 0.1 
percent in July. 


For the year ended in July, import prices edged down 0.8 
percent, after increasing 2.8 percent during the previous 
12-month period. 


Export Goods 


Export prices rose 0.2 percent in July, primarily due to a 
5.2 percent jump in the index for agricultural commodities. The 
July increase in agricultural prices was the largest monthly 
change in over 4 years. 


In contrast, prices for nonagricultural commodities declined 
0.5 percent in July, after increasing for 3 months. The 
nonagricultural index remains up 0.3 percent for the year. Most 
of the components of nonagricultural exports declined in July, 
led by a 0.7 percent decrease in the index for nonagricultural 
industrial supplies and materials. The index for capital goods 
decreased for the first time since March, down 0.3 percent. The 
decline was widespread, reflecting decreases in both electrical 
and nonelectrical machinery. Prices of nonagricultural foods 
(primarily fish) fell 10.7 percent. The index for automotive 
vehicles edged down for the second consecutive month, down 0.2 
percent. 


Prices for exported consumer goods edged up 0.1 percent in 
July after decreasing 0.5 percent in June. For the year ended in 
July, consumer export prices are up 1.7 percent. 


The Export Price Index has increased 0.5 percent since July 
1992, compared with a 0.9 percent rise over the previous 12-month 
period. 
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$6.7 MILLION AWARDED FOR OPERATION 
OF ARKANSAS JOB CORPS CENTER 


WASHINGTON -- A $6.7 million contract from the U.S. 
Department of Labor will enable the Arkansas-based DEL-JEN, Inc., 
to operate the Little Rock Job Corps Center in Little Rock, Labor 
Secretary Robert B. Reich has announced. 


The funds are to be used within one year and will also 
help the firm recruit new students and place graduates of 
the Job Corps program. 


The Little Rock Job Corps Center -- with a capacity of 
200 students -- offers vocational training in word processing, 
home health, geriatric nursing, building/apartment maintenance, 
culinary arts, plumbing and more. In addition, the center also 
provides basic education, work experience, counseling, health 
care, clothing, meals and other supportive services. 


Job Corps is the nation's oldest residential education 
and training program for disadvantaged youth aged 16 to 24. 
‘Established in 1964 by the Economic Opportunity Act, the 
program prepares nearly 68,000 students each year at 108 


centers in 43 states and the District of Columbia for productive 
employment. 








